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SUBJECT: SOUTHERN PRISONERS IN NORTHERN VIET-NAM 

1 . SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE FALL OF VIET-NAM IN 1975, 

REFUGEES AND OTHERS HAVE REPORTED A NUMBER OF INSTANCES OF 
HIGH RANKING ARVN BEING TAKEN TO THE NORTH FOR IMPRISONMENT 
"RE-EDUCATION". THERE HAVE BEEN FEWER REPORTS OF IMPORTANT 
GVN CIVIL SERVANTS HAVING HAD TO TAKE THE SAME ROUTE. WE 
HAVE NEVER HEARD OF A SINGLE CASE OF ANY OF THOSE TAKEN NORTH 
BEING PERMITTED TO RETURN TO THESOUTH; AT MOST, THEY HAVE 
BEEN ALLOWED TO WRITE AN OCCASIONAL LETTER TO THEIR FAMILIES. 

2. AN AMERICAN WITH CONSIDERABLE CONTACT WITH VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES IN THAILAND AND SINGAPORE RECENTLY RETURNED FROM 
THE LATTER, WHERE HE ENCOUNTERED A REFUGEE WHOSE FATHER HAD 
BEEN AN ARVN COLONEL. SHE REPORTED THAT HE HAD BEEN KEPT IN 
THE SOUTH, APPARENTLY IN A RE-EDUCATION CAMP, UNTIL DECEM- 
BER, 1976, AT WHICH POINT HE AND ANOTHER COLONEL THE 

SOURCE KNOWS WERE TAKEN WITH OTHERS TO THE NORTH. IN 
LETTERS THE TWO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO WRITE TO THEIR FAMILIES, 
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THEY HAVE INDICATED IN CAREFULLY WORKED OUT CADE THAT THEY 
WERE TAKEN TO THE NORTH HAD THEIR HEADS SHAVED THEN 
WERE PARADED AROUND VILLAGES WITH SIGNS AROUND THEIR 
NECKS CALLING ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THEY WERE TRAITORS. 
VILLAGERS THREW STONES AT THEM. IN THE LATEST LETTER, 

THEY REPORTED BEING MOVED TO ANOTHER LOCATION IN THE NORTH. 

WHERE THEY WERE NOW WORKING IN MINES. 
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3. ONE RECENT, WELL-EDUCATED REFUGEE FROM SAIGON NOTED 
THAT STORIES OF "COLONELS AND UP 'HAVING BEEN TAKEN TO 

THE NORTH DURING 1976 AND BEING PARADED AROUND AND STONED, 
HAVE BEEN CIRCULATING WIDELY IN THAT CITY OF LATE. 

4. ASSUMING THESE ACCOUNTS ARE ACCURATE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 

TO SAY HOW MANY PEOPLE THEY CONCECERN. MANY CIVILIAN OFFICIALS 
AND MID-LEVEL MIT, IT ARY OFFICERS REMAIN IN CAMPS IN THE 
SOUTH AND MANY OTHERS HAVE BEEN RELEASED. ONE REFUGEE 
NOTED APR 29 THAT HIS FATHER, AN INSPECTOR IN THE PRIMIN'S 
OFFICE INGVN DAYS, WAS IN RE-EDUCATION FOR ONLY TWO WEEKS 
IN MID-1975, AFTER WHICH HE WAS RELEASED HAVING BEEN 
JUDGED TO BE UNCORRUPTED. THE FATHER HAS BECOME INCREAS- 
INGLY DISILLUSIONED WITH THE NEW REGIME SINCE THEN AND IS 
CURRENTLY PLANNING TO ESCAPE, ACCORDING TO HIS SON. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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